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EP  European Patent
AL Albania1

AT Austria
* BE Belgium

BG Bulgaria
 CH Switzerland
* CY Cyprus

CZ Czech Republic
DE Germany
DK Denmark
EE Estonia
ES Spain
FI Finland

* FR France
GB United Kingdom

* GR Greece
HR Croatia1

HU Hungary
* IE Ireland

IS Iceland
*  IT Italy

AM Armenia
AZ Azerbaijan          
BY Belarus 
KG Kyrgyzstan 
KZ Kazakhstan
RU Russian Federation
TJ Tajikistan
TM Turkmenistan

PCT Contracting States (151)
States designated for regional protection and also, unless otherwise indicated, national protection
EA  Eurasian Patent

LI Liechtenstein
* LT Lithuania

LU Luxembourg
* LV Latvia
* MC Monaco

MK The former Yugoslav
 Republic of Macedonia1

* MT Malta
* NL Netherlands

NO Norway
PL Poland

 PT Portugal
RO Romania
RS Serbia1

 SE Sweden
* SI Slovenia

SK Slovakia
SM San Marino
TR Turkey

* Regional patent only
1 Extension agreement continues to apply to applications filed before 1 January 2008 

(for HR), 1 January 2009 (for MK), 1 May 2010 (for AL) or 1 October 2010 (for RS)
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 AP  ARIPO Patent
BW Botswana
GH Ghana
GM Gambia 
KE Kenya
LR Liberia
LS Lesotho
MW Malawi
MZ Mozambique
NA Namibia
RW Rwanda 
SD Sudan
SL Sierra Leone
ST Sao Tome and Principe

* SZ Swaziland
TZ United Republic of Tanzania
UG Uganda
ZM Zambia
ZW Zimbabwe

*  Regional patent only

* BF Burkina Faso
* BJ Benin
* CF Central African Republic
* CG Congo
* CI Côte d’Ivoire
* CM Cameroon
* GA Gabon
* GN Guinea
* GQ Equatorial Guinea
* GW Guinea-Bissau
* KM Comoros
* ML Mali
* MR Mauritania
* NE Niger
* SN Senegal 
* TD Chad
* TG Togo

PCT Contracting States (151) (continued)
States designated for regional protection and also, unless otherwise indicated, national protection

 OA  OAPI Patent
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PCT Contracting States (151) (continued)
States designated for national protection only except where otherwise indicated
AE United Arab Emirates

 AG Antigua and Barbuda
AO Angola
AU Australia

* BA Bosnia and Herzegovina 
BB Barbados
BH Bahrain
BN Brunei Darussalam
BR Brazil
BZ Belize
CA Canada
CL Chile
CN China
CO Colombia
CR Costa Rica
CU Cuba
DJ DJIBOUTI (as from

23 Sept. 2016) 
DM Dominica
DO Dominican Republic
DZ Algeria 
EC Ecuador
EG Egypt
GD Grenada
GE Georgia
GT Guatemala

NG Nigeria
NI Nicaragua
NZ New Zealand
OM Oman
PA Panama 
PE Peru
PG Papua New Guinea
PH Philippines
QA Qatar
SA Saudi Arabia
SC Seychelles
SG Singapore
ST Sao Tome and Principe
SV El Salvador
SY Syrian Arab Republic
TH Thailand 
TN Tunisia
TT Trinidad and Tobago
UA Ukraine
US United States of America
UZ Uzbekistan
VC Saint Vincent and

the Grenadines
VN Viet Nam
ZA South Africa 

* Extension of European patent possible
** Validation of European patent possible

HN Honduras
ID Indonesia
IL Israel 
IN India
IR Islamic Republic of Iran
JP Japan
KH CAMBODIA (as from 8 Dec. 2016)
KM Union of the Comoros
KN Saint Kitts and Nevis
KP Democratic People’s
   Republic of Korea
KR Republic of Korea
KW Kuwait
LA Lao People’s Democratic 

Republic 
LC Saint Lucia
LK Sri Lanka
LY Libya

** MA Morocco
** MD Republic of Moldova
* ME Montenegro

MG Madagascar
MN Mongolia
MX Mexico
MY Malaysia
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Countries not yet PCT Contracting States
(42)

Afghanistan
Andorra
Argentina
Bahamas
Bangladesh
Bhutan
Bolivia
Burundi
Cabo Verde
Democratic Republic of Congo
Eritrea
Ethiopia
Fiji
Guyana

Haiti
Iraq
Jamaica
Jordan
Kiribati
Lebanon
Maldives
Marshall Islands
Mauritius
Micronesia
Myanmar
Nauru
Nepal
Pakistan

Palau
Paraguay
Samoa
Solomon Islands
Somalia
South Sudan
Suriname
Timor-Leste
Tonga
Tuvalu
Uruguay
Vanuatu
Venezuela
Yemen



PCT Applications

+1.7% in 2015
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International applications received in 
2015 by country of origin 

•  92+% of filings from these 15 countries

US: -6.7%

JP: +4.4%

CN: +16.8%

DE: +0.5%

KR: + 11.5%

FR: + 2.6%

GB: + 0.8%

NL: + 3.6%

CH: +4.4%

SE: -1.4%

IT: +0.8%

CA: -7.2%

AU: + 1.7%

IL: + 7.4%

FI: -12.1%



Top PCT Applicants 2015
1. Huawei Technologies—CN (3,898)*     +450

2. Qualcomm—US (2,442)
3. ZTE—CN (2,155)
4. Samsung—KR (1,683)                          +300, up from #11

5. Mitsubishi Electric—JP (1,593)
6. Ericsson—SE (1,481)
7. LG Electronics—KR (1,457)                 +320, up from #16

8. Sony—JP (1,381)                                 +400, up from #21

9. Philips—NL (1,378)
10. Hewlett-Packard—US (1,310)              +485, up from #25

11. Siemens—DE (1,292) 
12. Intel—US (1,250)
13. Bosch—DE (1,247)
14. Boe Technology—CN (1,227)
15. Toyota—JP (1,214)
16. Panasonic—JP (1,185)
17. Hitachi—JP (1,165)
18. Halliburton—US (1,121)
19. Sharp—JP (1,073)
20. Tencent Technology—CN (981)

() of published
PCT applications

(*more than 15 per 
WIPO working day)

The International 
Patent System

ePCT
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Flexible Access Sharing

■ You decide
qwho has access
qlevel of rights

(3 options)

■ Case by case
or for a group

■ Set defaults
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■ Choose what notifications you want and how
qLists in ePCT
qDigitally signed email

■ See new documents immediately
■ A useful supplement to docketing

Notifications of Events and Deadlines
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Timezone Aware

■ RO, ISA and IB may be in different timezones from you 
and from each other

Be sure you meet the local deadlines
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Not Just Viewing – An Active Tool 

■ Share drafts of applications, documents to upload or 
“actions”

■ Leave notes for yourself or colleagues
■ Get the relevant experts to check and correct “their” 

sections
■ Agent can quickly review, sign and submit
■ Supports paper-equivalent document upload, but get 

better service by sending data
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Wide Range of Validations

■ Spot and fix errors before they are submitted

Previews generated 
by same system as 
used for publication
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See Processing Status

■ For documents sent to IB or Offices using ePCT for 
processing, icon shows whether yet processed

■ Other statuses visible – many searchable
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Send Data Instead of Letters

■ Most interactions with IB can use an “action” in place of 
uploading a letter or form

■ IB directly imports the data
■ Faster turn-around;  no transcription errors
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Future ePCT Developments - 
Look and Feel

■ A world class look;  easier and more intuitive to use
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Easier Second Factor Authentication

■ Current system uses username, password and digital 
certificate (supports soft certificate from WIPO or certain 
other Offices or EPO smartcard)

■ Good security, but difficult to install and use (by far the 
largest reason for calls to PCT eServices Helpdesk)

■ Instead use one-time password generators
qFree industry standard apps supported
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Integration with Agents’ Systems

■ Web Services (secure machine interfaces) under 
development
qInitial work with Offices
qIntend to extend to applicant services for integration 

with patent management systems
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ePCT to Assist National Phase Entry?

■ Most bibliographic data can 
simply be pre-filled from 
international phase

■ IB already maintains 
reference data for national 
phase as well as 
international

■ Secure international 
collaboration without 
proprietary software

■ Development of common IT 
approaches may lead to 
simplifications?

The International 
Patent System

Amendments to the PCT Regulations 
as from 1 July 2016
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PCT Rule Changes (1)
■ Amendment to PCT Rules 48 and 94

qOmission of certain information from publication (Rule 48) 
or public file access (Rule 94)

qOnly upon reasoned request by the applicant to the IB

q Information must be omitted from publication/public file 
access, if

§ it does not obviously serve the purpose of informing the 
public about the international application,

§ publication of or public access to such information 
would clearly prejudice the personal or economic 
interests of any person, and

§ if there is no prevailing public interest to have access to 
that information
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PCT Rule Changes (2)
■ Amendment to PCT Rules 48 and 94 (continued):

q Time limit for a request under Rule 48: 

§ Completion of technical preparations for international publication 
(normally, 15 days before the actual date of publication)

q  Time limit for a request under Rule 94: 

§ Any time

q RO, ISA, SISA or IB may draw the applicant’s attention to information 
which it believes would qualify for omission from publication under 
Rule 48, and suggest to the applicant to make a request under Rule 48

q IB may also draw the applicant’s attention to information which it 
believes would qualify for omission from public file access under 
Rule 94, and suggest to the applicant to make a request under Rule 94

q Where the IB grants a request under Rule 48 or 94, it informs all 
relevant Offices and Authorities not to give access to that information

q Effective as from 1 July 2016 for applications filed on or after that date
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PCT Rule Changes (3)
■ Amendment to PCT Rule 82quater

q Extension of force majeure provisions to time limits missed due to “general 
unavailability of electronic communication services”

q PCT Assembly Understanding: 

§ “In adopting the amendments to Rule 82quater.1, the Assembly noted 
that the [Offices and Authorities] should, in considering [such a request], 
interpret ‘general unavailability of electronic communications’ to apply to 
outages that affect widespread geographical areas or many individuals, 
as distinct from localized problems associated with a particular building 
or single user.”

q Amended paragraph 30 of RO Guidelines:

§ Element of “unforeseeable” must be present

§ No reasonable alternative filing means available

q Effective as from 1 July 2016 for applications filed on or after that date, and 
for applications filed before that date where the “event” occurred on or after 
that date
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PCT Rule Changes (4)

■ Amendment to PCT Rule 92.2(d)

qExpansion of the accepted languages of 
communication from the applicant to the International 
Bureau through ePCT to the particular language of 
publication (in addition to English and French)

qEffective as from 1 July 2016 for applications filed on 
or after that date, and for applications filed before that 
date where such correspondence is received by the 
IB on or after that date
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Amendments to the PCT Regulations 
as from 1 July 2017

BPLA Update-28
06.10.2016

The International 
Patent System

PCT Rule Changes (1)
■ Amendment to PCT Rules 12bis, 23bis and 41

q Transmittal of earlier search and/or classification results by ROs to 
ISAs 
§ General Rule:  ROs forward the search/classification results 

from priority applications without the applicant’s express 
permission

§ Exception:
ØROs which have notified the IB (before April 14, 2016) of 

incompatibility of such forwarding with applicable national 
law are not required to do so
ØEven in cases in which an RO in principle applies the 

procedure above, they may allow applicants to request, at 
the time of filing of the PCT application, to not have the 
earlier search results forwarded to the ISA, if the RO notified 
the IB accordingly (before April 14, 2016) 

q Effective as from 1 July 2017 for applications filed on or 
after that date
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PCT Rule Changes (2)
■ Amendment to PCT Rules 86 and 95

q Obligation for designated Offices to timely send national phase entry 
and related data to the IB 

q Data required to be transmitted:
§ Date national phase entered
§ National application number
§ Number and date of national publication 
§ Date of grant, and number and date of national publication as 

granted
q Time limit for reporting:  2 months from event (or as soon as 

reasonably possible thereafter) 
q Objective: visibility of the status of PCT application during the 

national phase on PATENTSCOPE under the “National phase” tab
q Effective as from 1 July 2017 for applications in respect of which 

the acts referred to in Article 22 or Article 39 are performed 
on or after that date

BPLA Update-30
06.10.2016

The International 
Patent System

PCT Rule Changes (3)
■ Amendment to PCT Rule 45bis.1(a)

q Extension of the time limit to request supplementary international 
search from 19 to 22 months

q Effective as from 1 July 2017 for international application in respect 
of which the previously applicable time limit has not yet expired on 
that date
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Recent Developments

■ New ISAs/IPEAs

■ Licensing availability

■ Third Party Observations

■ PATENTSCOPE 

■ WIPO Pearl

■ Continued areas of PCT focus

■ PCT Resources
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New ISAs/IPEAs

■ Twenty one (22) Offices now hold the status as ISA/IPEA

q The State Intellectual Property Service of Ukraine 
(SIPSU) started operations as an ISA/IPEA on 
5 February 2016

q The Visegrad Patent Institute started operations as 
ISA/IPEA on 1 July 2016

q The Turkish Patent Institute (not yet operational)
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Licensing availability (1)
■ Applicants interested in concluding license agreements in relation 

to their international application may request the International 
Bureau to make this information available in PATENTSCOPE:

q How?  Applicants should submit a “Licensing Availability 
Request” to the IB using an ePCT “Action”

§ Alternatively, Form PCT/IB/382 may be used

q When? At the time of filing or within 30 months from the 
priority date

q Free of charge

q Applicants can file multiple licensing requests or update 
previously submitted ones (within 30 months from the 
priority date)
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Licensing availability (2)

q Licensing indications will be made publicly available after 
international publication of the application

q The licensing indications will be visible on PATENTSCOPE 
under the “Bibliographic data” tab with a link to the submitted 
licensing request itself

q International applications containing licensing information can 
be searched for in PATENTSCOPE

q The licensing indication displayed under the “Bibliographic 
data” tab may be revoked by the applicant at any time, that is, 
also after 30 months from the priority date
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Third Party Observations - Main Features
■ Allows third parties to submit prior art observations relevant to 

novelty and inventive step

■ Web-based system using ePCT or web-forms in 
PATENTSCOPE

■ Free-of-charge

■ Submissions possible until the expiration of 28 months from 
the priority date

■ Applicants may submit comments in response until the 
expiration of 30 months from the priority date

■ Anonymous submission of third party observations possible

■ Third-party supplied documents will not be available via 
PATENTSCOPE, but will be made available to International 
Authorities and national Offices
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Third Party Observations – Role of the IB

■ Checks for spam

■ Notifies the applicant of submission of observations

■ Makes observations available in PATENTSCOPE 

■ Sends to International Authorities and designated Offices 
observations, cited documents, and applicant responses

■ Available since July 2012
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PATENTSCOPE
■ Interface available in 10 languages (plus mobile version)

■ “Documents” tab includes the new section “Search and 
Examination-Related Documents”

■ Information on national phase entry for more than 50 countries

■ Access to more than 40 searchable national and regional patent 
collections

■ New secure access to PATENTSCOPE via https

■ Cross-Lingual Information Retrieval (CLIR) (Cross-Lingual 
Expansion)

q allows the search of a term/phrase and its variants in several 
languages by entering the term(s) in one language, the 
system will suggest variants and translate the term(s) allowing 
the search of patent documents in other languages
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WIPO Pearl
■ Multilingual terminology portal which gives access to 

scientific and technical terms derived from patent 
documents 

■ Available in all ten PCT languages

■ Helps to promote accurate and consistent use of terms 
across different languages and makes it easier to search 
and share scientific and technical knowledge

■ All content validated with reliability scores

■ Integrated with PATENTSCOPE

■ Further details can be found at:
www.wipo.int/wipopearl/search/home.html
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Continued areas of PCT focus
■ Quality:

q Improve the quality and consistency of PCT international phase
reports

q Develop quality metrics for measuring usefulness of international phase 
reports

q Develop quality feedback system for offices (e.g., DO to ISA)
q Explore collaborative search and examination
q Improve timeliness of PCT work

■ Help designated Offices to better understand reports 
q Search strategies, standardized clauses, explanations of relevance of cited 

documents, etc.
■ Improve timeliness of actions in international phase

q ISAs/IPEAs, ROs (eSearchCopy)

■ Improve access to national search and examination reports
q PATENTSCOPE, WIPO-CASE, Global Dossier

■ Make progress against misleading invitations sent to 
PCT users
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The International 
Patent System

Procedural Safeguards for 
International Applications 
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Procedural safeguards (1)
n Transmittal of international application by a non-competent 

receiving Office to the International Bureau as receiving 
Office (Rule 19.4)

n Invitation to correct defects (formal defects, priority claims)

n Extension of time limits by the receiving Office (except for 
payment of fees, correction and/or addition of priority claims) 

n Invitation to pay missing or not fully paid fees (Rules 16bis 
and 58bis)

n Incorporation by reference (Rule 20)
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Procedural safeguards (2)

n Restoration of the right of priority (Rules 26bis.3 and 49ter)

n Rectification of obvious mistakes (Rule 91)

n Withdrawal of application in order to prevent its publication

n Withdrawal of priority claim in order to delay publication of 
application and/or postpone entry into national phase

n Filing by facsimile in order to meet time limits (Rule 92.4)

n Delay in mail sent to applicant:  7-day rule (Rule 80.6)
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Procedural safeguards (3)
■ Delay or loss in mail sent by applicant:  5-day rule, 

registered airmail and delivery services (Rule 82.1)

■ Reinstatement of rights after failure to enter national 
phase within applicable time limits (Rule 49.6)

■ Excuse of delays in meeting time limits by 
designated/elected Offices (Article 48 and Rule 82bis)

■ Rectification by designated/elected Offices of errors 
made by RO or IB (Rule 82ter)

■ Review by designated/elected Offices  (Articles 24, 
25 and 26)
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Procedural safeguards (4)
■ Excuse of delay in meeting time limits due to force majeure 

(Rule 82quater) 

q RO, ISA, SISA, IPEA or IB will excuse a delay in meeting any time 
limit provided for in the Regulations, if it is proven to the Office’s 
satisfaction that 

§ the time limit could not be met due to war, revolution, civil 
disorder, strike, natural calamity, a general unavailability of 
electronic communication services or other similar reason, and

§ evidence is offered not later than six months after the expiration 
of the relevant time limit 

q The Rule does not apply to

§ the 12 month priority period under the Paris Convention

§ the time limit for entry into the national phase

q The excuse of delay need not be considered by the DOs before 
which the national phase has already started
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PCT Information and Training

■ PCT Highlights
■ PCT Newsletter
■ Learn the PCT video series
■ PCT Distance Learning Course in all ten PCT languages
■ PCT Webinars
qFree updates on developments in PCT procedures
qAvailable on request for companies or law firms

■ On-site PCT seminars and training sessions
■ Annual advanced PCT seminar at WIPO in the Fall

48
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Need More Information?

■ PCT Resources
qhttp://www.wipo.int/pct/en/

■ PCT Information Service
qTelephone: (+41-22) 338 83 38 
qE-mail: pct.infoline@wipo.int

■ Contact the speaker: matthias.reischle@wipo.int
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